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1 ve configer ine en and 10. 4 
kpolles of gut Lord je ſus Chriſt, we. ſhall K. 
uch of them ample matter for pious ee 
imitation but in none more than iu that of R. 
u the principal eventi of whole life 1 ſeleg a8 
oper ſahjett for the; preſent Sunday Readings 
peter was born in Bethſaida, a city of 9 
was by 12 SP TOEoAs. His education was 
ſuperior to that ale in a low ſtationz 
his profeſſion: was bot ERP laborious. 
by no means profitable. 1 >. 

We ſee that the Apoliles: were nor. choſen 
y peculiar talents or.endowments,. they were, for 
moſt part,\poor"unlearned-men, remarkable-only = 
the ſimplieity- of their lives-and for that hum. 
of heart -which: made them willing to receive 


bborn and proud heatt xejeRteth. it. The Holy 
it of God in vain knocketh but cannot find a 


22 hats us up in/the kingdom of Satan and holds 

N ptive. St, Luke gives fs; 4 particular account - 

e Converfiom of Sti Peter in che vih chapter „ 

2 ſpel, „ And it came to pals as the peo peop! 

24 108d upon him (Jeſus. Chriſt) to hear the wor * 
be hood ny — * A d we 


good ſeed; ſo -n by our bleſſed Lord. For the 
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ance; for our Lord Would that all of us ſhould : 5 
ved, it ig. only our own hard, ſinful nature 


— 


d quit all he Ra and to follow our Lord, 


* 


.two „ ſhips fading by tbe 5 9H wat to hes 
92 6 were gone out of them and were waſhing their ne 


. e maſter, we have toiled all the night and havetake 


— 


And he entered into one of the ſhips, which 
Simon's (Peter) and prayed him that he wo 
- thruſt out a little from the land; and he Tat do 
and taught the people out of the this No whe 
he had left ſpeaking, he ſaid unto imon, laune 
out into the deep and let down your nets for 
_ draught. And Simon anſwering, ſaid unto” hit 


| nothing, nevertheleſs at thy word 1 will let do 
the net.“ And when they had done this, they 
cloſed a great multitude of fiſhes, and their 1 
brake. And they beckoned unto their partne 
which were in the other ſhip that-they ſhould con 
to help them, and they came and filled both f 
ſhips, ſo that they began to ſink. When Simi 
Peter ſaw it, he fell down at Jeſus' knees, ſayin 
depart from me, for I am a finful man, O To 
For he was aſtoniſhed and all that were with hit 
at the draught of the fiſhes which they had take 
and ſo were alſo James and John, the ſons of 
bedee, which were partners with Simon. 
leſus ſaid unto Simon, fear not; from henceſe 
thou ſhalt catch men. And when they had'broug 
their ſhips to lane (hey forſook all 970 follo 
bim.“ en | 
On reading the above, ſome of us nid be 
clined to think, that it was very natural for St. 


| having ſeen him perform ſuch à miracle. 
had been out all night and had not caught one 
but at the word of our Lord the net filled, and! 
loaded two ſhips fo that there was danger of K 
finking. We are ready to exclaim, had we | 
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erm the caſe of W o would have left all! 
jeir net had and followed Jeſus; but let us nof be ſo 
hich dy to arrogate-to ourſelves the faith of | the 
e wou ir oſtle, till we have examined ehe matter more 
ſat do fſely. Though his faith, was no doubt, con- | 
ned by the miracle wrought by our Saviour, heap- -+-, | 
rs io have been ſtrongly under the influence of this © 
nciple, previous to the circumſtance. He was both 
hearer and a doer of the word of the Lord, we 
ad him among thoſe who liſtened to his doarine, - 
nd when defired by him to thruſt out a little from 
nd, that he might avoid the preſs of the multi- 
de, he heſitates not a moment, but immediatellß 
el beys. When our Saviour afterwards bids him 
11d co unch out farther into the ocean and throw out the 
both et, he replies, maſter we have toiled all night and 
n Fim e taken nothing, nevertheleſs at thy word I will 
„ wh down the net. I am afraid many of us would 
Ole been inclined to ſay, of what uſo is it, when!!! 
rich how cannot take any thing. I do not ſee What 
xd take it can anſwer to take ſo much trouble. We 
ns. of M ould not, I am afraid, like Peter, have faid, maſ- 
n. r ve have toiled all night and have taken nothing, 


— * 
no 
* 

, 
= 
Py 1 


eneeſoſevertheleſs at thy word I. will let down the net, | 

bro lin the ſame inſtant abeyed. - Our Lord ſaw the 

-follouWWith and obedience of Peter, and was, therefore, 
N eeaſed. to confirm it by the great miracle that ſuc- 

T] de Needed, and determined him to leave all and fol- 

St. e his Redeemer. St. Peter has in this inſtance, 

"rd ſt us a noble example of that prompt obedience 

e. e ought to pay to the commands of God, as com- 

| one MP nicated by the Prophets and Apoſtles. . If, as we 

and ed the holy ſcriptures, ſome things occur in them 

of ich appear contrary to our finite ideas of right . 

we ie vrong, and Satan who is ever laying in wait to 


/ £00 
ws 


© © -« the ſmalleſt of his works: we ſhould, like Pe 
__ without any gain-ſaying or queſtionin 

ſacred word, ſeeking only. the will 
not our own, which muſt ever lead us into eng 


$4 5 0 Hes pos ay W ae; into 
moſt feeret thoughts, ſhould lead us to 
_ - thus, of what uſe is ſuch an inſtitution, it 


: mighty wp 


J | ; f thus and thus: | would have rewarded ibis 
And punithed that, let us check ſuch i imrieen 
e ſoning, ſuggeſted: only by the evil one, by n 


viſeſt philoſophers. both heathen and chrifi 
have been unable to account for ſome of the f 
f v humility, teach us our own nothin} 

__ the higheſt wiſdom is to love and 


Wet goodneſs is manifeſted to all, ſenſible of this, 
Ve cannot comprehend we ſhould learn to tri 


dun imperfect reaſonings, imitate the holy Apol 


. with. humilit y, and ſay, Lord I am a poor wen 


dense thy 3 
it is thy. word, I believe and know it muſt be htw. 


Wt. find bim at all times va W bia 


to me very ſtrange and abſurd, and we are ing 
enough 0 proceed further, and to ſay if the 
onſulted me, I would: not have d 


that it is impoſſible for a creature ſo „ 
imperfect as man, to be capable of comprehendy 
the ways of the great Author of the-univerſe; 


pleſt operations of nature; this- on to teach 
„ and d 


God. 


knowing that God is good, and that we are pe 
blind erring mortals, incapable of -comprehend 


obey 


- OUT 


Let us rather, inſtead of having xecourle 104 


and when Satan inclines us 19 cavil at, ot dt 
the truth of any text of ſeriptuxe, lift up our 


8.5 
ful creature, unable to comprehend the fu valk 
judgment and mercies, neveribefff a ff 


St. Peter's faith in our Saviour was yery on” oy 
I hi 


—_ b 


men that I ang” hb ties, fome fay 
Elias, ſome” John the haptiſt; Jeſus, then ſays: 


the living God.“ ſeſus anſwers, „ blefſed art 
de, but my father which is in heaven“ Fhis 


father draw him.. | 


account of his W which was ſo repugtiant 
the mammon of this world, he fays: to moſe that 


himſelf, and thoſe that remained; Lord, hi- 
v ſhould we go, thou haſt the words of etertial” 


hew. „ And ſtraigbtway Jeſus conſtrained 
diſciples to get into a 90 ep g before” 
unto the other fide; while 

i. And When he nad ſent the multitude away, 
vent up imd a mountain apart to pray; and 
the evening was come be was there alone. 


waves, for the wind was comrary; and in the 
mh watch of the night, Jeſas went umo chem, 
g on the fea” And when the diſciples ſaw 
walking om the fea, 
Va ſpirit, and they 


cried” out for fear. 
d cheer, ic ig I, be not afraid. And Peter an- 


„ 


| +. 70 8 | 

has, on den ieee 18 y EE TNER 
Liour bleſſed; hen dur Lord aſks him, © whom. 3 

thou! ©" 


im, „ but hom ay ye that 1 mf To which. 
her replies, Lord, art the Chriſt; the So- 


u Peter, for fleſhꝭ and blood hath not reyealed it 
explained in another paſſage of ſcripture, here 
Lord fays, “ no mam cun come to * wes "ua 28 
When m — the diſci ples forſook t en N 
in, „will ye al forfake me Peter anſwers: | 


The next remarkable event that we read of 8 
« holy Apaſtle, is related in 22 xvith chapter ot 


ſent the kde 5 
the ſhip was no in die midſt of dhe ſea, off 
they were troubled, ſays | 


bew ay Jeſus ſpake unto them, ſaying, Get 5 
| bim owe ny Lord, if it be. thou, bid me 75 


#L e ebe 


4 And immed 
caught him, 2 855 unt him, O thou of lit 


— weak; His faith in Jeſus was ſtrong, but when 


F at whoſe command he trod the liquid elements 


8 lan ſtruggling with the infirmities of his natu 


, | 
— 
* 
* - 


7s 


. Amdiwhen Peter was come don out of the 
be walked on the water io go to ſeſus. But ue 
he ſawathe wind boiſterous, he was afraid, and be 
ginning to ere he cried; fay ings Lord, fave n 
tely jeſus ſtretehed forth his hand ant 


faith; wherefore didſt thou doubt?“ And when th 
were. come into the ſhip the wind ceaſed. :Þ 
they that were in the ſhip came and workhippe 
him, ſaying, of a truth thou art the Son of God, 
'  *Peter here felt forcibly the frailty of his on 
nature; the ſpirit was willing but the fleſh 
ſaw the bgiſterous waves riſe round him, he forgdiſperien 
in terror cried out, . Lord ſave me, I-periſhZ 
Peter is here a true picture of every poor cht 


We begin our courſe ſtrong in faith and hope, 
te fleſh continually luſteth againſt the ſpirit, 8 
Satan, taking advantage of our frailty,-lays;a-tho 
fand ſnares for our ſouls, the riches, the plexſur 
the bonours, the vanities of - life aſſail us in a the 
ſand ſhapes ; poverty has alſo its temptations: Al 
diſtance: we view: them with indifference, and | 
ourſelves ſecure, but when. the hour of tem 
tion arrives we are too often apt to yield, 
have need to call out with the Apoſtle, & Lordi 
us.” And if we cry to him with a ſincere d 
of his aſſiſtance, and with a true ſenſe of out 
. bility to help ourſelves, he will ſave us; he 
ſtretch forth his hand to belp us in the how 
trial and er as our e e Saviour! 
2⁴⁷ Bick ; TRI LESION b e 


vroof . 
bis fr 
rd I k 
* my e 
t thee 
ly. and 
are in 
thoug 
5 anc 
bſtand 
L hang 
they 
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1 . . bim, followed at a diftance, even imo 


_ tain maid behe}d Him as be ſat by the fire; 
 alfov 
- ſaw. him and faid, thou art alſe of them. 


how his heart muſt have  fmote him when his I 
turned and looked upon him, what daggers mul 


88 yer 10 3 > * 
ds e love: 1 — EP whey bine 
Ae unte the love of this Jife ſufficientiy tor 
fer with their maſter, though moſt of them aftervi 
laid down their lives for him, rejoicing chat d 


vere accounted wort erde his fake; Pet 
however, though he not conſtancy openly 


lace of the High Prieſt where they had led f 
dould not forfake, though be had not co 
to ſuffer with him. And when they had — 
a fire in the midſt of the hall and were ſat de 
together, Peter ſat down among them. But a 


earmneſtly looked upon him and faid, this men 
him. And he denied ſay ing * Wor 
I know him not. And after a little ile anol 


Peter ſaid, man, I am not.“ And about the fp 
of one hour after, another confidentiy affen 

ing, Of a truth, this fellow alſo was 
him; for he is a Gatiteas.” And Peter ſaid, 
T know not what thou fayeſt. And immedis 
- while he fpake the cock crew. And the 
turned” and looked upon Peter; and Peter rem. 
bered the word of the Lord, how he had ſaid u 
him before the cock crow thou thalt deny me thril 
went dut and wept bitterly, bicerty' indeed! 


« 
: 
' 


have ed in his ſouf! How' paſſionately 
he have lamented his folly and the. aggravations 
it; the fall of this zealous Apoſtle" is & Teflon 
each of ns and warns us never to remit that 
fulneſs and prayer which are fo neceflary. 8 
ſecurity, nor voluntarily to Place ourſelves inf 


hs 


y ” : 
*/ , 
” 
: N 
9 1 - 9 
- 9 
=y 


YE: 


if nib prefuming on our own 

ly 98 £6 them. As a pious writer obſerves, even in 
Rerwi e trials which the Providence of God — .- 
mar Won us, we muſt beware: of truſting more to our 
e. Pu, reſolution than to his divine affiftance. When 
penly ceaſe to be watchful over our own hearts © 
into e to ſuſpect the evil that is in our co ſioful 
ſech fe ure, we are then on the brink of a precipice 


n which nothing but the Mercy of God, by ſhew- 
zus our danger, can ſnatch us. The Apoſtle was 
ſenſible of this, and, no doubt, mourned it 
the deepeſt fincerity, and we cannot enough ad- 
the goodneſs of our Lord, as pointed aut by 


reſurrection, to comfort him; ſays he, no doubt, 


furretion, requiring him; as a farther proof of 

love, to feed his theep; in ane as faick- 
ly to inftiruQ; rule, and guide his diſciples. 
thfully did the Apoſtie perform what his Lord 
uired of him: for we read that after the-refur- 
ion of Jeſus he preached with 


be referred it to their own decifion, whether” 
dught up a Jew, we find that he could not im- 


mon to his nation; be could not believe 
t the grace of God would be extended to the 
tiles, till the Almighty was pleaſed to remove 
veil from his eyes by a remarkable viſion; and 
hev him that the well-meaning heathens, who 


% l 
>, ASKS. 


pious. writer, in ee carly to Peter after 
der his great forrow for his late gal, and to en- 


rage him with” freſh aſfurances of his favour; . 
thal, to confirm him in the great article of the 


great boldneſs, 
| when the Jews would have obliged him to de- 


ought to obey God or man. As St. Peter was . 


ately 2 2 off thoſe prejudices which were FF 


1 of love and merey, were ag de- by. 


— 
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py, 
| a 
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ceptable to him as the Jews, bis- choſen people de 
| and ſhould be received. The whole» account Wiz” 
Peter's viſion, and the conſequence of it, is eu 
found in the viiith. chapter of the AQs, and fon he 
a moſt hos ge part of ſcripture, though ins, 
long to admit of being tranſcribed here. han 
We there fee how wrong 1t is to-entertain and 

_ "prejudice againſt any of our fellow-beings, with faith 
may happen to be of another country, or to eh ow 
_ © © tain ſentiments different from ours; we have Wi, tha 
_ - undoubted right. to prefer our on, and ſhouliiffe Ang 
give the Almighty thanks, and glorify his ey we 
name for having placed us in a ſituation, and gi ne to 
us grace to receive his holy word, but we ſhou e are 
be very cautious, poor ſinful creatures as we d the 
how we dare ſet bounds to «the mercy of a Beiffffhded 
who is all love, and who, as the Apoſtle acknois by 
ledges when convinced of his error, is no reſpeU (aid, 
of perſons. Of a truth,” ſays he, I perceiiWh (cr 
that God is no reſpecter of perſons; but in eve ban. 
nation he that feareth him and worketh righteolific exp. 
neſs; is accepted with him.“ We then read . beter 
Herod the king, ſtretched. forth his hand to hou 
certain of the church, that he apprehended Perk, v 
put him in priſon, and delivered him to four qui her, 
ternians of ſoldiers to guard him, intending, voic 
doubt, after the days of unleavened bread, to H ne to 
him forth to the people and to kill him, as he e vas 
before done James the brother of John. Tet ran | 
therefore, was ſtrictly guarded, but prayer, veal tar ſu 
told was made without ceaſing by the church tha 
God for him. 25 55 ed 
The very night that Herod would have bro en ſh; 


bim before the people, as he was fleeping bet rate, 
two ſoldiers,” bound with two chains, and the be 
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were ſoon, however, undecei ved; upon open 10 

te gate they ſaw Peter; who declared to them e 

de Lord had brought him out of priſon. ity, 

This, among thouſands of other inſtances, bot 

ſignal proof of the efficacy of prayer. Prayer , 

made, we are told, without . ceafing':by the whiirors, 

urch for Peter, while he was in priſon; | V, 3 

dievout chriſtian, no doubt, lifted up his be Rom 

with the greateſt fervour for ſo able à miniſter n. 

tte word of God, and we ſee in what a fignal m bn, 

ner their prayers were anſwered.; Prayer is ds, | 

_-  _ only mode of communication we have with er ir 

8 2 a Being as the e and onght not red 

hearts to glow with the moſt fervent gratitude, M eſſe. 

he permits ſuch poor frail creatures as s ate ed th. 

ſuch an intercourſe? What then muſt be our inf ount 

tion if we do not avail ourſelves of ſuch a glooere ; 

ous privilege ? The great God :of the uni ver the! 

through the medium of his bleſſed Son, permifWons, : 

ſuch poor frail creatures as we are, loaded wifes bo 

fin and wretchedneſs, to draw near, to. communWd Ep: 

cate our wants, and to lift up our ſouls to him Ports t 

| Rirength and conſolation; and ſhall we negleWuld be 

' ſuch a blefled privilege? No, if Satan has vvbich 

quite blinded us, let us rejoice in it, and be Happy 

all times ready to improve it. Let us draw nguntry 

with humble and contrite hearts, and implore i ſerve 

to give us. grace to aſk ſuch things only as Me wc 

| -* pleaſe him. I feel inclined to enlarge upon to | 

important ſubje&, but as that would encroach Wi lit: | 

3 much on the limits here aſſigned me, I ſhall" goo 

ſerve what I have farther to ſay till another ein 

1 tunity, and proceed to inform my reader, that du 
þ 


Peter, after having preached the goſpel to the J4 
_ Gifperſed in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, and il 


nds the latter part of his life went to Rome, 
ee he eontinued to labour in eſtabliſhing chriſ- 


— 


Pont ürty hitte years after the death 1 „„ 
„ one of the moſt eruel of the Romam Eu 8 
tors, raiſed a great perfecution againſt the chriſ |. 
6, „hom be accuſed of ſetting fire to the city ß, 
Rome, and St. Peter periſhed among. many o: 
n. The manner of his death was by cruci-' © | © 
ibn, and, at his own defire, with his head down- ; 
dds, for he affirmed, that he was unworthy to 
er in the ſame poſture Wherein his Lord hace 
red before him; St. Peter wrote two Epiſtles, 
Irefſed to thoſe Jewiſh converts that were ſcat- 

d throughout different cities of Afla Minor, n 
punt of the perſecution at Jeruſalem and elſe- 

re; The principal deſign of the firſt was to om 


univerit them under thofe manifold trials and temp- 
„ permiWons, and to inſtruct them how /tocondutt hem 
ded wies both in civil and chriſtian life. In the ſe- 
communWd Epiſtle he continues the ſame ſubjeR;, and 


o him Worts them to be ſteadfaſt in the faith, leſt they 


e  negleWſuld be turned from it by the many perſecutions - : 
has rbich they were liable. 
and be Hlappy * we to think ourſelves, who live in 
draw nipuntry where we can openly profeſs our faith, 
plore M ſerve God without fear of ſuch. dangers: How © 
ly as mv would the chriſtians in thoſe days have 


upon i to have enjoyed ſuch a privilege! Let us 
roach liſt up our hearts in thankfulneſs to the giver 
I {hall i" 2ood gifts, for this, among the multitude of 
ner op ellngs, and pray him to give us grace to 
r, that a due advantage of it. „ 

o the e GOIN 
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